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CORNELL VS. DARTMOUTH IN A 1940 BATTLE OF
COLLEGE FOOTBALL HALL OF FAME COACHES
RED BLAIK AND CARL SNAVELY

"The Fifth Down Game"
November 16, 1940

Though not a victory for the Big Red, the game that came to be known
as the "Fifth Down" game set the standard for fair play and
sportsmanship in athletics. Top-ranked Cornell seemingly improved to
6-0 with a 7-3 victory over Dartmouth, scoring on the game's final

play. After reviewing game film on the following Monday, Big Red
head coach Carl Snavely and acting athletic director Robert J. Kane
wired Dartmouth officials to tell them Cornell scored on an inadvertent
fifth down. Though there were no rules compelling the outcome to be
changed, in an unprecedented act of sportsmanship, the Big Red
relinquished claims to the win. The Big Green accepted the forfeit,
winning the contest 3-0. It remains the only time a collegiate sporting
contest has been decided off the field after the completion of a game.
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